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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMPSTALL 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

(Tentlemen, 

I have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  oni  the  health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1905,  and  in  doing  so  I may  mention  that 
the  Bye-Laws  of  the  Stockport  Rural  District  Council  were  adopted  by 
your  Council  at  its  first  meeting  as  an  Urban  District  Council,  on  April 
14,  1902. 

These  Bye-Laws  relate  principally  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
shops,  as  well  as  to  the  Laws  on  Public  Health. 

I have  adopted  the  same  routine  as  last  year,  as  the  new  members 
may  not  be  acquainted  with  some  of  the  necessary  particulars  of  the 
district  such  as  Area,  Boundaries,  etc. 

The  District  lies  on  one  of  the  hills  of  the  Pennine  Range,  and 
is  in  the  North-west  portion  of  the  County  of  Chester,  being  separated 
from  the  Glossop  Rural  District  by  the  River  Etherow. 
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Boundaries. 

On  the  North  the  Borough  of  Hyde.  On  the  West  and  South-west 
the  Urban  District  of  Bred  bury  and  Romiley.  On  the  East  and  South- 
East  the  Rural  District  of  Glossop. 

The  district  is  sparsely  populated,  except  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
South-East  side,  which  is  Urban,  in  character. 

The  District  lies  upon  a sub-soil  of  sand  and  clay,  with  underlying 

rock. 

Industries. 

The  only  industry  in  the  District  is  Spinning  arid  Weaving,  carried 
on  by  the  Calico  Printers’  Association.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
Population  are  employed  at  these  Mills. 

The  Printworks  are  still  closed. 

House  Accommodation 

In  July  there  were  215  inhabited  houses.  They  are  kept  in  good 
condition,  and  are  in  most  cases  of  sufficient  accommodation. 

The  open  spaces  in  the  District  are  numerous,  and  the  surround- 
ings are  healthy. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  very  good  both  as  regards  quality  and  quan- 
lity.  It  is  derived  from  upland  springs,  and  stored  in  two  reservoirs, 
from  which  the  houses  in  the  urban  portion  are  supplied.  It  is  clear, 
soft,  and  palatable. 

The  reservoirs  are  cleaned  and  limed  every  spring  and  the  mains  are 
flushed  regularly. 

The  Rural  parts  are  supplied  by  water  from  springs  and  wells 
These  are  well  protected  from  contamination,  and  the  waters  I tasted 
were  clear,  soft,  palatable,  and  free  from  odour. 

4'hese  wells,  however,  need  careful  a’tention,  as  the  waters  they 
contain  are  easily  contaminated,  and  might  become  a source  of  infection 
to  persons  using  such  water. 

Sewage  and  Drainage. 

The  sewers  are  kept  in  a sanitary  condition,  and  are  sufficient  for 
the  present  needs  of  the  District.  The  drains  from  the  houses  are  well 
trapped  and  ventilated.  Disconnection  is  general.  The  sewerage  con- 
sists of  slopwater  and  soap  suds,  and  is  carried  by  the  sewers  to  the 
reserve,  and  thence  to  the  River. 


5 


Scavenging  and  Excrement  DisposaL 

These  duties  are  regularly  carried  out,  and  the  streets  are  cleansed, 
and  kept  in  good  order. 

The  ashpits  are  covered  in,  ventilated,  and  the  floors  concreted,  with! 
the  exception  of  a few  that  are  still  uncovered,  and  I again  draw  youii 
attention  to  these.  The  ashpits  are  emptied  fairly  regularly,  and  I 
advise  the  Council  to  see  that  they  are  emptied  more  regularly,  especially 
in  summer,  as  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Inspector  and  myself 
of  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  ashpits  being  full  too  long. 

Every  ashpit  should  also  be  well  disinfected  after  being  emptied. 
This  has  been  neglected  this  year.  The  scavengers  ought  to  be  supplied 
liberally  with  disinfectants,  and  instructed  to  use  it. 

Part  of  the  household  refuse  is  taken  to  the  Tip,  and  buried,  the 
other  part  being  removed,  along  with  the  refuse  from  the  ashpit. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  Inspector  and  myself  have  visited  the  farms  in  the  District 
several  times  during  the  year,  and  have  found  them  in  a satisifactory 
condition.  The  Cowsheds  were  well  whitewashed,  ventilated,  and  kept 
in  a sanitary  condition. 

The  majority  of  the  Cowsheds  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds’  Act. 

Statistics 

The  total  area  of  the  district  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water), 
equals  897  statute  acres.  The  Population  at  the  Census  of  1901  was  875. 
The  Population  at  the  Census  of  1891  was  1,012.  The  decrease  during 
the  decennium  1891-1901  was  137,  which  is  13.5  per  cent. 

This  was  due  to  a large  extent  to  the  closure  of  the  Printworks, 
and  consequent  departure  of  inhabitants  to  find  work  elsewhere. 

The  number  of  houses  inhabited  in  the  middle  of  July  was  215. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  equals  4. 

Vital  Statistics 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Births 14  9 23 

Deaths  7 6 13 

In  estimating  the  Birth  and  Death  • rates  I think  it  will 
be  best  to  take  the  same  estimated  population  as  last  year,  as  it  varies 


very  little,  if  any. 

This  estimate  was  880. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  equals 26.13  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  equals 14.7  per  1,000. 
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The  birth  rate  is  the  highest  since  thei  District  was  made  an  Urban 
District,  and  equals  the  County  birth  rate  for  1904,  which  was  26.3  per 
1,000. 

The  Death  rate  is  the  same  as  last  year,  and  compares  favourably 
with  the  Death  rate  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  Chester,  which  was  15.9 
in  1904.  The  infantile  mortality,  calculated  upon  the  proportion  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  to  each  1000  registered  births, equals 
J73.  This  is  lower  than  last  year,  which  was  222,  but  as  the  population 
is  small,  the  infantile  mortality  rate  varies  greatly,  and  one  death  of 
an  infant  raises  it  considerably. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  : 


Under  one  year 4 

1 and  under  5 years  Nil. 

5 and  under  15  years  Nil. 

15  and  under  25  years  1 

25  and  under  65  years 2 

65  and  upwards  6 


Total 13 

One  of  the  deaths  was  of  a resident  who  died  in  an  institution 
outside  the  district. 


The  Deaths  from  Classified  Diseases  were : — 


Enteric  Fever 1 

Enteritis  2 

Phthisis  2 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 1 

Cancer  1 

Premature  Birth 1 

Heart  Disease 1 


There  were  four  Deaths  from  non-classified  Diseases.  These  were? 
Senile  Decay  2,  Marasmus  1,  Intestinal  Obstruction  1. 

The  aeres  and  causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  are 

1.  Enteritis,  age  one  month. 

2.  Prematpre  Births,  under  one  week. 

3.  Marasmus,  under  one  month. 

4.  Tuberculous  Disease,  2 months  and  under  3 months. 

Total,  4. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Enteric  Fever 

One  case  occurred  in  March,  and  the  patient  died  after  3 weeks’ 
illness. 

The  cause  of  infection  was  proved  to  be  due  to  eating  infected 
raw  mussels. 

No  other  infectious  diseases  occurred,  and  I congratulate  the 
Council  on  having  a district  so  free  from  such  diseases. 


Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Whenever  an  infectious  case  is  reported,  precautions  are  imme- 
diately taken  by  the  Inspector  and  myself  to  prevent  any  spread  of 
infection. 

The  patient  is  at  once  isolated,  and  the  clothes  disinfected.  Per- 
sons who  have  been  in  contact  with  patient  are  kept  under  supervision. 

Visits  are  frequently  made  by  the  Inspector  and  myself  during 
isolation,  and  on  recovery  or  death  of  patient,  the  rooms  are  fumigated 
and  disinfected,  and  the  clothes  and  bedding  either  destroyed  or  dis- 
infected. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free. 

The  schools  are  visited,  and  the  headmaster  of  the  school  at  once 
sends  any  suspicious  case  home,  and  reports  the  same  to  me  or  the 
Inspector. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Thd  Council  have  made  arrangements  with  the  High  Peak  Hospital 
Committee,  by  which  cases  requiring  isolation  will  be  admitted  to  the 
Chinley  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

Inspection  of  Mills. 

According  to  the  Bye^-Laws  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 
1901,  the  former  Sanita.ry  Inspector  (Mr.  Turner)  myself,  and  the 
present  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Hargreaves)  visited  the  mills, 
and  found  them  in  a sanitary  condition.  The  rooms  were  kept  clean, 
well  whitewashed,  and  well  venilated.  The  closets  and  urinals  were 
in  a sanitary  condition,  and  free  from  odour. 

The  pails  were  clean,  and  are  emptied  regularly  and  disinfected. 

Unsound  Meat. 

By  statutory  powers  contained  in  Sections  116  to  119  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1876,  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the  Inspector 
may  inspect  any  meat  exposed  for  sale  or  deposited  for  the  purpose 
of  sale,  or  prepared  for  sale,  and  intended  for  the  food  of  man,'  and  if  it 
appears  to  be  unsound  or  unwholesome  he  may  seize  it,  and  carry  it 
away,  in  order  that  it  may  be  dealt  with  by  a Justice  of  the  Peace. 

If  it  appears  to  the  Justice  that  the  meat  seized  is  diseased  or 
unsound,  or  unwholesome,  or  unfit  for  the  food  of  man,  he  shall  con- 
demn the  same,  and  order  it  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  owner  is  liable 
to  a fine  or  imprisonment. 

Acting  on  information  received,  the  Inspector  and  myself  visited  a 
farm  in  the  District  on  Sunday,  September  17,  190'5,  and  inspected  the 
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carcase  of  a cow  prepared  for  sale.  We  found  that  the  meat,  was  un- 
sound, and  unfit  for  human  food,  and  Mr.  Derbyshire,  J.P.,  gave  an 
order  for  destroyal  of  carcase.  The  cow  had  died  from  Puerperal  Fever. 

Proceedings  were  taken  by  your  Council  against  the  owner  of  the 
carcase,  and  he  was  convicted,  and  fined  =£10  and  costs,  at  the  Stock- 
port  County  Police  Court,  on  October  12,  1905. 

Inspector’s  Report, 

The  Inspector  reports  that  19  cases  have  been  entered  into  Peport 


Book. 


17  Nuisances  reported. 

5 Notices  served. 

12  Nuisances  abated  without  written  notice. 


The  mills  were  inspected,  and  found  to  conform  to  the  Regulations 
of  the  Factories’  Act. 

Recommendations. 

I again  recommend  the  Council  to  adopt : — 

1.  The  Compulsory  Notification  of  Phthisis. 

2.  The  Compulsory  Notification  of  Measles. 

3.  A Disinfector  for  Bedding  and  Clothes. 


I beg  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Seiwant, 

CHAS.  H.  HIBBERT, 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.F.P.  and  S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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